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ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT THE EVENT
• This will be a five day event.  April 5 – 9, 2024.
• Chautauqua County will see an influx of 50,000-250,000
• Possibility of 1,000,000 travelers through county in the weekend and day of event
• Visitors will trickle in over several days prior to the event
• Lodging (hotels, bread & breakfast, RV parks) will be sold out one year in advance
• Portable toilets, refuse containers and bottled water may need to be in place at sanctioned event 

locations (parks and recreation areas, etc.)
• Many observers will travel without planned lodging.
• Many observers will attend eclipse related events as well.
• Eclipse-chasers are not committed to view from any one location and will favor mobility, 

confirming their viewing plans the day before – or even the day of the eclipse - based on the 
weather forecast.

• Weather may impact last-minute travel, if a preferred viewing area experiences cloud cover, 
visitors may quickly disembark to an area with clear sky.  There could be a last-minute influx (or 
exodus) or people. For the purpose of this planning effort, the day will be clear or mostly clear.

• Note that historically in Buffalo on April 8, the average percentage of the sky covered by clouds does not show 
significant systematic variation over the course of the day, with the percentage of time that the sky is overcast 
or mostly cloudy remaining about 56% throughout the day.



Totality first touches New York state at 15:16:47EDT, at the state line on US20 just west of Ripley (3m40s 
just before 15:17EDT).

 The shadow skates up the coast, engulfing Lake Erie along its entire length before hitting Niagara 
Falls and Buffalo almost simultaneously.

 The Falls itself sees 3m30s of totality at 15:18:12EDT, while the lakefront of Buffalo enjoys 3m45s just 2 
seconds later.

 Why the big difference in duration? Buffalo lies almost exactly on the centerline, while the Falls are 
somewhat north of it!

 If you want to be right on that centerline, then you need to be just a bit south of downtown Buffalo, 
perhaps at the Tifft Nature Preserve; there, you’ll get another half-second or so of totality!

https://eclipse2024.org/eclipse-cities/city/28925.html
https://eclipse2024.org/eclipse-cities/city/28665.html
https://eclipse2024.org/eclipse-cities/city/28665.html
https://eclipse2024.org/eclipse-cities/city/27768.html


• Viewers will favor locations with no light pollution.  Night lights will activate during the total eclipse, unless de-energized.

• Viewers will position themselves at any location they believe to be legal.  Especially areas with long sight-lines:
• Building roofs
• Hilltops
• Cliffs
• Shorelines
• Remote areas
• State and local parks
• Hiking trails and campsites
• Lakes and open land

• A huge exodus of visitors may leave immediately at the end of totality or end of event and a significant number will wait until the following day.
• If 2017 is a guide, most people will want to depart in the 2 hours post-totality
• Majority leave right after the first 15 minutes post totality (this is the biggest issue!)
• Post event congestion could last from 7 to 16 hours.
• Transportation networks may see congestion including total stoppage
• Highways
• Local roads
• Bike and footpath

• Cellular networks may be overloaded, consider small radios to help staff at events if you usually use cell phone

• Effective communications across all stakeholder agencies will allow for the coordination and deconfliction of requests for limited resources.

• Proper prevention and preparedness programs, such as public awareness of safe viewing methods, will reduce or prevent eclipse-related injuries.

• Emergency Services will be stressed.  Medical emergencies may occur across numerous sites simultaneously requiring outside medical transportation 
assets to be requested. Hypothermia, eye injuries, strains and sprain and carbon monoxide poisoning are real threats.

• Public Information and education is required for safety considerations.

• Crisis communications are required to ensure adequate and timely warning to the public in the event of a potential threat or hazard.





• Gas Station shortage
• Restaurant Shortages of food
• Grocery Store Shortages
• Large Volume of customers
• Extended delays due to traffic

What can business expect, based on previous after action reviews.



ECLIPSE PROMOTIONS FOR TOURISM







TOURISM QUESTIONS
• Satellite parking with shuttles? 
• What eclipse viewing events (if any) are sanctioned within the 

County? 
• How to warn squatters about potential crop damage (winter wheat)
• Advise guests about the need for warm clothes.
• Visitor pet emergencies – locations of veterinarian offices on tourism 

website
• Update websites to make it more eclipse friendly.







HOTELS AND AMMENITIES

• A CHECK OF LOCAL HOTELS ON 11/05/23 SHOWS THAT MANY 
CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY HOTELS ARE ALREADY BOOKED THAT 
WEEKEND WITH NO VACANCIES.

• “La Quinta” was almost $800.00 for a single room for 04/07/23-
04/08/23



How can I better prepare??

• Prepare like it’s a winter storm coming.
• Look at supplies and inventories, plan ahead of what you normally do
• Business that may not be open normally on Sun/Mon, may want to 

reconsider
• Plan, Plan, Plan ahead for supplies, scheduling and personal needs







ECLIPSE GLASSES





• https://alert.ny.gov/sign-ny-alert-0
• NY-Alert is New York State’s Mass Notification System used to warn 

citizens of emergencies and critical information in a timely manner to 
help protect lives and keep New Yorkers safe. By signing up for NY-
Alert, you can receive warnings and emergency information via the 
web, your cell phone, email and other technologies.

https://alert.ny.gov/sign-ny-alert-0
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